x8&      .   AKBAR AND THE GREAT MOGULS
and their curiosity is well illustrated by Jahangir's account
of a report which had come in from one of his subjects.1
This curiosity in the make-up of the Moguls might well
have led them into scientific research; it often led them to
unnatural deeds of cruelty. As an example of the former
tendency there is the story of Akbar, who in his keen
interest in deciding whether religion is inborn is said to
have isolated a group of infants. As they grew up they
were questioned about their religious beliefs: all were found
to be dumb: This discovery pushed farther has led in our
time, under the impulse of the Christian spirit, to the
invention of methods of teaching the deaf and dumb; but
in Mogul India it remained sterile.
Of the lengths to which this spirit of curiosity could
go there is an unpleasant example, amounting to sadism,
in the treatment by Jahangir of one of his children, a little
boy of seven. Failing to make the child cry by a severe
beating, he thrust a needle through his cheek, and was
proud to note the child's stoicism.
All the Moguls, though Akbar seldom and only under
the impulse of a burst of temper, allowed themselves deeds
of abominable cruelty. Several of them had men flayed
alive, and enjoyed the death agonies of criminals. The
following reports are from the record of Captain William
Hawkins, who from 1609 to 1613 was a careful observer
of Jahangir's India. He notes the strange mixture in the
character of this queer man, who surrounded himself with
religious pictures and expressed great respect for Christ
and for the Virgin Mother, who was as covetous in accumu-
lating possessions as he was generous in rewarding his ser-
vants, and who thought no act too small or undignified to
have it recorded by his secretaries, who as we have seen
had a real love for nature and a genius for appreciation side
by side with a barbaric strain which expressed itself in such
incidents as the following recorded by Captain Hawkins:
. My selfe, in the time that I was one of his Courtiers, have seene
many cruell deeds done by him. Five times a weeke he commandeith
1 See below, p, 191*

